Planning Board Meeting
5/15/23
Concept Plan and Work Session

Present:
Larry Swan	Willis Haar	Earl Titus	Deb King	Bill Deming

Others:
Roger Reep	Randy Hill	David Fuller

Audience Members

7:00 Pm Meeting opened by Earl Titus. 
Concept plan presented by Denis Ryan, potential property buyer of 30 acres along I99 near the Presho exit. Plan includes solar panel area, electric car charging station and digital display along the highway. There exists the potential for a drive-through or other restaurant. 

Key points and question/answer:
· Town information and use of the sign will be donated. 
· $ to the Community for items such as environmental projects and $10,000 per year for 25 years (life of the solar farm).
· Panels are glass
· Panels will be visible from the interstate but not Co Rte 5. 
· Solar panels are decommissioned at end of life but are not recyclable at this time.
· 7’ fencing and security cameras/lighting will surround the field.
· Retail area will be lighted.
· Fire department will respond per their training.
· This property will be paying property taxes to the town.
· Hiring for the project and upkeep is expected to be local.
· Some thought is given to BOCES involvement in solar panel installation in some way. 
· Road signage will be available to the Town and able to be appropriated for emergency uses. 
· This project will not be residential. 
· Restroom facilities will be part of the charging station.

8:00 pm Working Session:
Planning Board and Town Board discussed the Solar Law. 

Commercial Solar procedure is for applications to go to the Planning Board for a Special Use Permit. 

Dave Fuller and Roger Reep will draft a proposal for residential applications.

8:45 pm Motion by Willis Haar, second by Bill Deming to adjourn. 

Megan Mathews 
Recorder
